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Educational ex-

cellence is the 

foundation of the 

Bettendorf Com-

munity School 

District. Working 

in partnership 

with the family 

and community, 

we will instill and 

nurture in all 

students the 

knowledge, skills, 

creativity, and 

confidence to 

pursue their 

dreams and to 

succeed in a glob-

al society.  

Grant Wood Elementary 
1423 Hillside Drive 

Bettendorf, IA 52722 
John Cain, Principal 

Nov 2—Gifts of Kindness Kickoff 

Nov 8-Roller Skating Night @ 6pm 

Eldridge Skate Park 

Nov 21-25-Thanksgiving Break 

Nov 29-PTA Meeting @ 6:30 pm 

Childcare Provided 

December 7—Gifts of Kindness Drop Off 

Every Wednesday Early Release at 2:30 pm 

#GWBUILT4KINDNESS 
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Student of the Month 

October 

EC1 Rahaf Matar   

EC2 Layann Matar  

K1 Lauren Menster    

K2 Angelia Olson    

K3 Drake Lindstrom   

1A Aidan Budd   

1B Alana Peitscher 

1C Eva Loss  

2A Sariyah Wolf  

2B Grayson Barr 

2C Kamden Parker 

3A  Luke Boehm 

3B Leewona Hicock 

3C Chloe Savina 

4A Kayoli Hicock 

4B Sydney Coussens 

5B Anna Kidangayil 

5C Taryn Parker 



 

 

 

 

 

 

P A G E  3  

Optimist Friend of Youth Award 

October 

EC1 Malaysia Hodges   

EC2 Jenan Matar 

K1 Hannah Boehm   

K2 Makenzie Retzl   

K3 Aurora Glen   

1A Caroline Lenane   

1B Jacob Gullickson 

1C Tylen Tarby 

2A Katelyn Kingma  

 

 

 

 

2B Aleena Helphry 

2C Abby Tillman 

3A  Sophie Carter 

3B Ariya Stewart 

3C Nya Drish 

4A Maddie Woods 

4B Kailin Stiles-Pena 

5B Brady Bakeris 

5C Maggie Menter 

The month of October was the first month that 

Grant Wood participated in the Bettendorf Optimist 

Club Friend of Youth program.  Each month class-

room teachers will nominate one student to repre-

sent their classroom. These students exemplify RCRS 

in their classrooms.   
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Principalõs Connection 
August 

EC1ñ        2B Sariya Graves 

EC2 Estella Leibold     2C    

K1 Kate Rausenberger    3A  Ethan Newton-Butt 

K2        3B Kara Rausenberger 

K3        3C Tyson Laughlin 

1A        4A 

1B        4B Brady Szyczewski 

1C Delclan Toth      5B 

2A Landond Campechano    5C 

 

November Weather 
During this time of year, Eastern Iowa seems to have some weather ex-
tremes.  Many of our students have been well prepared for the colder 
weather.  It was nice to see the students prepared to enjoy recess and 
their free time outside is better spent dressed appropriately.  Please be 
sure your children are dressed in layers so that they can have options de-
pending on how warm or cold it gets.  Our lost and found is rather large 
so please have them check it out if missing anything.   

 
Morning Arrival 

 As the colder weather sets in, we want to remind families of the appro-
priate times to drop children off at school.  Supervision does not begin 
until 8:00 a.m. each morning at the main entrance.  This is the time for 
students to arrive who plan to eat breakfast at school.  Students should 
arrive between 8:15 and 8:25 each morning if not eating breakfast.  As 
the colder weather approaches, it is important that children do not arrive 
earlier than 8:00 a.m.  Thank you for keeping your child safe and for al-
lowing us to keep all kids safe.  All students entering the classroom after 
8:30 a.m. are tardy.  Please make every effort to arrive at school on time 
each day. 
 

Safety 
We continue to stress the importance of safety at Grant Wood Elemen-
tary.  We want to remind you that all entrance doors are locked through-
out the day.  The main entrance is the appropriate place to enter the 
building at all times throughout the day.   
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Please be sure your first stop is the office to sign in and get a printed 
name tag no matter what the length of your stay.  Additionally, we 
have plenty of parking so we will insist you use the lot to park if enter-
ing the building for any reason. 
 

We would like to remind parents and friends of Grant Wood about a 
few traffic concerns. Arrival and dismissal times are congested with 
traffic and students.  It is imperative that all adults follow appropriate 
safety rules.  Vehicles are not allowed to double park.  It is not appro-
priate to be on your phone when entering a school zone.  This creates 
unsafe safety situations for all of our students.  Slow down and be pa-
tient.  This sets a good example for all students to see.  Safety must be 
a priority during our dismissals.  Your cooperation is appreciated. Ad-
ditionally, please know that the entire curb works as a safe drop off 
spot for your child. You do not need to stop directly in front because it 
is most convenient.  Your child will be fine walking a few extra steps. 

 
Conferences 

Thank you for attending your child’s conference.  We do expect 100% 
of our families to be represented at conferences so if you were unable 
to meet with your teacher, we will be contacting you to set up your 
child’s conference.  This is a valuable time for families to meet with 
their child’s teacher to discuss his or her growth and any challenges. 



 

 

 

P A G E  6  
N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 8  

From the Counselor 

Talking Around the Kids: 5 Ways to Prevent Problems 

By R. Morgan Griffin 
 
Even if you're careful, your kids will wind up overhearing things that 
they shouldn't. Here are tips on how to handle that when it happens -
- as well as suggestions for making it less likely. 
1. Ask what they heard. If you suspect your kids have overheard 

something, ask them. Tell them that they won't get in trouble if 
they tell the truth. They probably know that eavesdropping is 
wrong, so they may not want to reveal it. 

2. Reassure them. Help your kids put what they heard in  per-
spective. If they're upset about an argument you  had with 
your spouse, explain that adults sometimes  disagree but that 
you'll work it out -- and that argu ments do not mean you're 
getting a divorce. 

3. Be proactive. Don't think you can hide something big from your 
kids -- like losing a job or the illness of a close relative. "Trying to 
keep kids in the dark about things like that just doesn't work," says 
Sachs. Instead, level with them in an age-appropriate and reassur-
ing way. You'll spare them a lot of confusion and anxiety later. 

4. Get privacy when you need it. Have something sensitive you need 
to discuss? Do it somewhere else. Go for a walk. Close the bed-
room door for a few minutes. Don't try to whisper or talk in code 
and hope your kids won't notice. 

5. Allow selective eavesdropping. There is one real benefit to a 
child's tendency to listen in. 
"One of the best ways to praise the child is indirectly," says Kenne-
dy-Moore. "If your child overhears you talking to grandma about 
how hard she is working in math class, that can really boost the 
child's self-esteem." Kids are more likely to believe your praise 
when you're not saying it to them. 
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Notes from the Nurse 

DRESS for the WEATHER               

¶ Please remind your students to dress for the weather.  It is time to put away shorts and 

sandals and trade them in for long pants or leggings and shoes appropriate for school 

play.   

¶ Layering clothing is very helpful at school during the colder season.    

¶ Make sure they have hats, gloves, scarves; include boots and snow pants if they plan to play in 

the snow.   

 

COATS:  If you, your student or anyone in your family needs a winter coat, please con-

tact Kelley Smith in outreach or the school nurse.  

 

Flu Shots:  Please remember to get your flu shot for yourselves and your students.  

 

We are already beginning to see some strep throat, gastrointestinal virus like symptoms such 

as vomiting and diarrhea and a fair amount of croup like coughing.  The following are the guide-
lines for students and illness. 
 
Keep your child home if:  

Fever 100.6 or higher without fever reducing medications in the past 24 hours. 
Coughing so hard it  is disruptive to the other students in the class OR they have been 

awake most of the night.  
Vomiting or diarrhea in the past 24 hours.  

 
Things to know before returning to school 

Students need to be symptom-free for 24 hours, without the aid of medications, before 
returning to school.  

While many medications, both prescription, and over the counter will ease symptoms, 
they should not be used to mask/hide symptoms so students can return to school 
prematurely.  

Parents/guardians should always call your school attendance office to report your stu-
dent’s absence and provide 2 symptoms they are experiencing. 

Although students may “feel” better before the 24 hour symptom‐free time frame, 
please remember that they are still considered infectious and possibly contagious 
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We encourage you to contact your school health office if you have any specific questions regarding 

 the district policies and procedures. When everyone follows these guidelines, we can ensure a 

 healthier school for both students and staff and reduce illness related absences for everyone.. 

 
Is it a cold or the flu?    Often parents call their student in stating they have the “flu”.  A common 

misconception is that the flu is vomiting and diarrhea when that is not the case at all.  The following 
chart will help you understand the difference between symptoms of a cold versus the flu.   

 
 

Flu vs. Colds: A Guide to Symptoms 

Questions Flu Cold 

Was the onset of 

illness ... 

sudden? slow? 

Does your child 

have a ... 

high fever? no (or mild) fever? 

Is your child's ex-

haustion level ... 

severe? mild? 

Is your child's 

head ... 

achy? headache-free? 

Is your child's ap-

petite ... 

decreased? normal? 

Are your child's 

muscles ... 

achy? fine? 

Does your child 

have ... 

chills? no chills? 
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¶ Don’t be too quick to brush off your child's illness as just another cold. The important thing to re-

member is that flu symptoms can vary from child to child (and they can change as the illness pro-

gresses), so if you suspect the flu, call the doctor. Even doctors often need a test to tell them for 

sure if a person has the flu or not since the symptoms can be so similar! 

¶ Some bacterial diseases, like strep throat or pneumonia, also can look like the flu or a cold. It's im-

portant to get medical attention immediately if your child seems to be getting worse, is having any 

trouble breathing, has a high fever, has a bad headache, has a sore throat, or seems confused. 

¶ While even healthy kids can have complications of the flu, kids with certain medical conditions are 

at more of a risk. If you think your kid might have the flu, contact your doctor (Kids Health, 2015). 

As always, please contact the health office for questions or concerns. 

Thank you. 

Carol Harris, MSN, RN, NCSN 
Grant Wood School Nurse 
563 359-8277 ext 4035 
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